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home, and all of them give themselves thus to the manufac-
ture of cotton cloth* India upon the instant would be
delivered from the economic tyranny of the British cotton
trade, and economically if not politically, would be free.
He gave the Indians something to do, and millions of spin-
ning-wheels have turned and turned for years, in obedience
to the example of the Mahatma. Then there was the
famous march to Dandi, when Gandhi and his followers
walked dramatically across the Indian countryside to the
seashore, and Gandhi, in almost melodramatic fashion,
waded into the sea, lifted up a pail of the sea-water, and
brought it to the shore that it might be distilled into salt,
and therewith delivered the people from the tyranny of the
iniquitous salt tax imposed upon them by the Empire.
Gandhi was not only himself resisting the rule of Britain
by this act, but he was teaching the millions of his fellow-
countrymen that here was something that each one of them
could do. They could wade into the sea, distil the salt, and
therewith prove themselves rebels against the British Crown
and the British law.
Gandhi was the man who found out comparatively early
in his career, that one thing that everybody could do was
to go to prison. He chose to go to prison, and herewith
he proved the enormous effectiveness of serving a sentence
behind bars. And since Gandhi had done it, then every-
body could do it, and English prisons became so flooded
that English authorities didn't know what to do with the
men, women and even children who volunteered for service.
You know, when you go to India to-day, you have a curious
experience. Sooner or later when you are talking with
your host, who may be a governor of a province, a Vice-
Chancellor of a university, or something of the sort, you
discover that this man has a prison record, and that he's
very proud of it. By the time I left India I had the feeling
-that everybody who was worthwhile in India had a prison
record. I knew this because they referred to it so easily,
and were so glad to tell me on the experiences they had in
252